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Light and Dark  

Thereõs something about darkness that can be terrifying.  

Most of us, at one time or another during our childhood, will 

have faced those dreadful times at night trying our hardest 

not to allow bedroom shadows to become child-eating 

monsters.  And most of us will have found comfort in the 

warm glow of a night-light as we drift off into sleep. 

 

I remember staying with a school friend whose family lived in 

an old farmhouse in the middle of the Suffolk countryside.  

Absolutely beautiful by day, but by night (and especially at 

bed time) this creaking ancient dwelling became absorbed 

by the inky darkness of its surroundings.  Lying in bed I 

couldnõt see my hand in front of me, but my imagination had 

no difficulty envisioning an endless stream of witches, 

demons and blood thirsty vampires. 

 

The themes of light and dark remain pertinent to the whole 

of humankind.  Weõve always been aware of what each 

brings, and in our Christian faith learn to underline the 

meanings and values attributed to light, such as Jesus, the 

light of the world.  Likewise the association of darkness with 

death or despair also resonate with the experience of many. 

 

By the time this goes to press weõll be on the verge of 

celebrating a significant season in our church year ð ôAll 

Hallows Eõenõ and All Saints Day.  It leads us up to Advent 

when we think about the gradual dawning brightness of 

Jesus coming to the world. 

 

       Continuedé/2 



 

 

2 

 

Remembering our Loved Ones  
 

Our special service in which we remember and 

give thanks for the lives of those weõve loved is 

at St Maryõs Church, Wendover on Sunday 6th 

November at 3pm. 

 

Through music, readings, time for reflection, and in the reading out of 

the names of those who have died, this moving service provides the 

opportunity to recall all those whose memory we treasure. 

 

The service is followed by refreshments, during which members of our 

bereavement team will be around for any who might like to chat. 

 

Mark 

Halloween, with children dressing up ghoulishly and collecting more 

sweets and treats than your dentist could shake a broomstick at, is 

often associated with darkness.  Whilst for many this may not be in a 

sinister or terrifying way, it may still conjure up more fear than fun.  

With our memorial service - giving thanks for the lives of loves ones, 

and our Remembrance Sunday recalling those who have lost their 

lives in times of conflict and war - we may say there is an emphasis 

on darkness and death.  But what we do in these services is an act of 

love and a means of remembering those who now enjoy Godõs 

eternal light and life.   

 

In that context the churchõs festival of All Saints helps us celebrate 

the light of Christ that shone so brightly in the lives of his followers.  ôAll 

Hallows Eõenõ, or Halloween, should be part of this celebration.  Letõs 

not play to fears about the dark.  Instead letõs remember the God of 

light whose love is freely given to guide us through this life.    

 

Part of our celebration over recent years has been to give out ôJesus 

Loves Youõ balloons.  A marker pen and some colourful balloons are 

all thatõs needed, and itõs a perfect time to pass on good news. 

Mark 
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òWe Will Remember Themó 

 

With gratitude for all who continue to serve 

in the Armed Services, and remembering 

those who have died in times of war, we meet for an Act of 

Remembrance by the memorial on The Manor Waste at 2.30pm on 

Sunday 13th November.   

 

Despite the rain last year it was felt that with an extended 

opportunity for remembering, the memorial on The Manor Waste 

was the best place for this event.  Therefore our service will be 

completed on The Manor Waste with no service at St Maryõs. 

 

Mark 

Advent Sunday ð 27th November  
 

Please note the following in addition to our usual 

Sunday services for Advent Sunday: 

 

6.30pm  ôIgniteõ at St Maryõs.  A youth service to 

which all are invited. 

 

6.30pm  at St Anneõs.  Churches Together in Wendover lead a 

service to mark the start of the season of Advent.  All welcome. 

 

Christingle ð Sunday 11 th December, 3.30pm  
 

As 5 Alive  finish their term on Sunday 4th December, 

our Christingle service this year is on Sunday 11th 

December at 3.30pm.   

 

Each year we welcome families at this special 

service to celebrate Jesus coming to the world as 

its light and salvation.  This service also supports the 

work of The Childrenõs Society.  Do make a note of 

the date and invite your friends to come with you. 

 

Mark 



 

 

4 

 PCC Vision  
 
On Saturday 15th October Chris Heald 
led a very helpful day for the PCC.  Weôd 
set apart this time to continue to look at 
the topic of vision for St Maryôs.  The aim 
is to follow up this piece of work with 
further conversations on the themes 
covered and create strategies for putting 
into place ideas that emerge. 
 
The themes and some of the points we 
considered were: 
 
The Building  
Grateful for what has been achieved, and 
looking forward to completing phase 1 of 
this project (PA and AV system, 
improving the St Maryôs Centre, etc).  
Keeping in mind phase 2, which is to 
create an additional building alongside St 
Maryôs for the Junior Church and other 
community groups to use mid-week.  
Also to continue to find ways to use the 
building creatively for our worship, and 
for the community. 
 
Pastoral Care  
We recognise the importance of this area 
of church life.  The need is to find 
structures that work alongside the 
informal networks of pastoral care so that 
there are clear ways for people of all 
ages to access care when needed.  Our 
aim is to find a coordinator to help direct 
and manage a number of teams that look 
after areas of pastoral need. 
 
Young People  
We are so fortunate to have Jo and Nick 
Morley leading the Junior Church and 
Rupe and his team helping with our youth 
work.  The vision is to continue to 
develop ways for young people to grow in 
their faith and their confidence in relating 
to others and to God.  We want to 

underline the importance of having a 
holistic and integrated approach to work 
with young people that helps them apply 
their faith at school, college and home.  
Aims include relevant worship and 
learning, leadership training, and good 
resources. 
 
The future of the Wendover Youth Centre 
as a place to nurture and develop the 
work with young people was also noted. 
 
óFeeding the congregationsô 
What motivates people to come to 
church?  How can we encourage people 
in their Christian journey?  What are the 
best ways for people to be nurtured and 
discipled? 
 
An aim is to look at our service patterns, 
perhaps introduce an evening service 
allowing more time for learning. 
 
St Maryôs @ the centre. 
What does it mean to be a óchurch at the 
heart of the communityô?  Our outreach 
and relevance to our community is a key 
area of our life together.  St Maryôs can 
be part of how change is managed in our 
community, aiming to be relevant to 
todayôs needs and seeking to serve those 
around us. 
 
The plan is to report back to the PCC 
meeting in November.  From there to 
generate ways to hear from others, so 
that by next year weôll be able to create a 
series of actions the are informed by 
what we feel is Godôs vision for us a 
church family. 
 
Mark 
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Christmas Services  
 

Please note these dates and times for our services 

over the Christmas season. 

 

Sunday 18 December  

8am  Holy Communion at St Anneõs 

9am  Combined Parish Communion at St Maryõs (NOTE: No 10.30am) 

6pm  9 Lessons and Carols at St Michaelõs, Halton 

7pm  Carols by Candlelight at St Maryõs 

 

Christmas Eve  

4pm  Crib Service at St Maryõs 

11.30pm First Communion of Christmas at St Maryõs 

 

Christmas Day  

8am  Holy Communion at St Maryõs 

10am (Not 10.30am!) All Age Communion for Christmas Day 

 

Sunday 1 st Jan 2012  

10am  New Yearõs Day Communion  

(No 8am, 9am, 10.30am or 6pm) 

 

Usual service times resume on Sunday 8th Jan 2012 

SNOW and ICE ALERT  
 
The weather is getting colder and the last two winters were 
particularly fierce with snow and ice, making it difficult for 
older people or those who were ill to get out and about.    
 
Support is readily from St Maryôs with shopping and collecting 
prescriptions.  If the weather is bad, please do not risk going 
out, ring the St Maryôs office 01296 623123 between 10-12.30 
(you can leave a message after hours).  A younger person will 
be pleased to help you. 
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Afternoon Teas  
 

Thank all those who helped with afternoon teas or provided cakes. £1507 

was raised this session, money needed for the refurbishment, but more 

important a welcome to the church on a Sunday afternoon for those 

wishing to visit. 

 

Bridget Avery 

The final year .......  
 
It seems incredible that I am starting my 
final year on the Oxford Ministry Course - 
in less than 8 months I will be ordained 
(assuming the Bishop still thinks that's a 
good idea). The last two years have gone 
in a blur and whilst the course is 
demanding, in terms of time and energy, 
challenging and hard work I am enjoying 
it, and it is with some sadness that I 
realise I am approaching its end. But 
what have I been doing? 
  
Every Tuesday evening I set off to the 
small village of Cuddesdon, just outside 
Oxford, to the buildings of Ripon College. 
Tea and cake is the first item on the 
agenda - much needed after a day at 
work - and chat with colleagues. This is 
usually the time when I head to the library 
to find the book(s) the lecturer has 
recommended, and then it is time for our 
dinner before we head to chapel for a 
service of evening prayer. And then it is 
lectures, covering a wide range of topics 
such as the obvious New Testament and 
Old Testament studies, but also including 
doctrine, ethics, psychology, philosophy, 
mission and pastoral studies. After 
lectures there is Compline, before I set 
off for home at around 9.45pm.  
 
On top of the Tuesdays there are 6 
weekends each year, and a week long 
residential (usually at the start of the 
school summer holidays). These are 

great opportunities to get to know others 
of the course, as well as covering topics 
such as baptism, funerals, Eucharist and 
mission in more depth.  
  
Outside of college we also have to do a 
community placement - I spent time at 
the Florence Nightingale Hospice 
last year - and a church placement. For 
this I have just finished a really 
stimulating and interesting month in the 
parishes of Long Crendon, Chearsley 
and Nether Winchendon. Other than the 
delicious apple pie experienced at three 
harvest lunches (not all on the same day 
I hasten to add) the best moment was 
watching the vicar fly down the church 
path, with robes flowing in the wind, at 
10.58am as he raced off to do the 11am 
service at the next church (a 2 mile drive 
away)! 
  
But now thoughts are turning to the future 
and in due course there will be 
discussions with various people about 
continuing my training as a curate. I have 
appreciated and benefitted from the 
support of St Mary's, particularly your 
prayers and your patience and helpful 
advice as I have practised some of the 
things I've learnt at college. Over the next 
few months your prayers for discernment 
about the curacy will be good, so that the 
right place for me, Margaret and the 
family becomes clear. 
 
Michael Hunt  
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Youth Group and Surge timetable up to Christmas  
 
For more information about any of the events, please contact Rupe Johnson or Matt 
Ryan  

Date  Morning  Time Evening  Time  

Sunday 6 
November 

Surge to lead JC 
Slot 

 Youth Group at Wendover 
Christian Centre 

7pm 

Sunday 13 
November 

Surge to lead Café 
Style 

10.15am   

Sunday 20 
November 

  Cooking competition lead 
by Pete Greening 

7pm 

Sunday 27 
November 

SurgeðKingdom  
at the Vicarage 

10.15am Ignite Youth Service at St 
Maryôs 

6.30pm 

Sunday 4 
December 

  Youth Group at Wendover 
Christian Centre 

7pm 

Sunday 11 
December 

Surgeð
Continuation at the 
Vicarage 

10.15am   

Saturday 17 
December 

  Youth Group Christmas 
Party 

7pm 

Youth Matters ï October 2011  
 
I could ramble away and tell you what 
weôve been up to, but to be perfectly 
honest, I think itôs better to hear from 
someone whoôs not massively biased! 
With that in mind, hereôs a bit of an 
overview for the past month or so from 
one of the young people, Rebecca Noall. 
 
ñWe have had a brilliant start to the year. 
In September, Rupe led an interesting 
Surge session looking at Jesus in the 
Old Testament and we participated in a 
thought-provoking Ignite service with St. 
Maryôs Church in Princes Risborough on 
social injustice. We had a fantastic 
weekend away at Halls Green in Kent 
where we were able to go kayaking, 
swimming and try a challenging obstacle 
course, as well as looking at the Holy 

Spirit and His role. Last week we enjoyed 
ten pin bowling as a group, as well as the 
noodles afterwards! Weôre really looking 
forward to next month which includes 
another Ignite service, a cooking 
challenge and the opportunity to lead a 
part of the 10.30am service one week.ò 
 
Lots going on, and lots more to come this 
year! Everything we are doing is moving 
towards having a greater understanding 
of who God is, and if youôd like 
something to pray for us, then pray that 
through His glorious riches, He may 
strengthen us with power through His 
Spirit in our inner beings! Ephesians 3: 
14-21 

Rupe Johnson  
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 Mimiõs Mission 
  

The Mimi Fundraising Team are running a Christmas INSET 

Day  fund raiser on 2 December 2011 at the Wendover 

Christian Centre, Aylesbury Road at the following times :- 

  

10.00am ð 12.00pm 

2.00 ð 4.00pm 

  

Tickets to include one wrapped gift and a choice of crafts from a 

selection to suit all ages (4+) and abilities.  £5.00 in advance or £6.00 on 

the day.  Activities also available for the under fours, including Jo Jingles 

in the afternoon.  There will be a variety of stalls and refreshments will also 

be available. 

  

If you would like to be involved by running a craft session, helping with 

refreshments, donating second hand books, making cakes, jams or 

chutneys or donating unwanted presents for children to wrap, please do 

get in touch with me.  My mobile number is 0775 298 0391.  Email:- 

nici.simpson@virgin.net 

To find out more about the day or to buy a ticket please contact 

Amanda Ryan on 01296 624785. 

HARVEST THANKS! 

 

Many who attended the 9 am Harvest Service made a 

donation to Farm Crisis Network (FCN) and I sent off a 

total of £178. Some also sent their own donations direct. 

 

I have received a letter of appreciation for this support 

for their work. It enables FCN to continue providing the 

national telephone Helpline service every day of the year and their 

network of volunteers can continue to contact farmers and visit farms 

where there is a need. 

 

So a very big ôthank youõ for your support of those in the farming 

community in our country, and letõs continue to remember them and FCN 

in our prayers.  

 

mailto:nici.simpson@virgin.net
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Hello folks, 
 
Trying to find words to explain the 
extremes of emotion that Julia, the 
boys and I have felt over the last 6 
months is almost impossible even for 
one so chatty as I.  As you can 
doubtless imagine life has been truly 
harrowing at times; cancer strips you 
down to the bone and can leave you 
buried in your own fears. But in truth, 
demons and depths of despair are 
exactly what we expect from being 
diagnosed with cancer, and as such 
are not particularly remarkable. 
 
But something remarkable really has 
happened. Something so completely 
unexpected and breathtaking that my 
cynical preconceptions of humanity 
have been vigorously kicked into 
touch. 
 
From the moment I was diagnosed, I 
have been cocooned in a real and 
spontaneous outpouring of love and 
compassion. This has taken on 

myriad of forms; from the endless 
succession of wonderful meals 
delivered to our door, to time spent in 
powerful enriching conversation, from 
hugs from folk I barely know, to 
deeply thoughtful and moving gifts.  
This generosity of time, energy, love 
and grace have come from no other 
source but compassion and shared 
human feeling.  I have cried with joy 
and laughed until it hurt, I have wept 
like a baby knowing I was wrapped up 
in love and held hands in silence 
while volumes were spoken - and it is 
these acts, not the cancer that have 
changed my life forever. 
 
This evil that is cancer has been 
defeated. It has been defeated 
because whatever course my future 
takes, my lasting memories of this 
this hard, hard time will be of the 
beauty of human nature and the 
healing power of love.  
 
Paul Shyvers 

St Maryôs @ Work 
 
The latest series of St Marys @ Work continues during November in Matt 
Ryan's office, 32 High Street, covering the following topics: 
  
2 November: The Nature of Sunday  ï how can / should our attitude to 
  Sunday change to fit the lives we lead today?  
9 November:  Where Have All the Good Men Gone?  ï are men  
  fundamentally less attracted to Christianity than women? If 
  so, why and what can we do to reverse the trend?  
16 November:  Selling God  ï should we be more organised and forthright in 
  our Christian witness to the world? What might a Christian 
  marketing plan look like? 
23 November:  As usual, weôll plan to finish the series with a curry. 
  
Any questions (or offers of help!) should be directed to Matt Ryan, Pete 
Greening or Ian Sansbury. 
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 @St Maryõs Shop 
 

Please can you help?  We are in urgent  need of 

more volunteers to help out at the shop during 

the busy Christmas period. The more  people we 

get to help the shorter  the shifts will have to be. 

No experience is necessary and full training will 

be given. If you think you can spare a few hours once a month (esp. on a 

Saturday) please let me know. If we get enough people to volunteer we 

will be able to open longer hours during the busy Christmas period, 

hopefully until 5pm. (We currently only stay open until 1 pm on a 

Saturday).  Please contact Candy Lamond, Manager. 

 

FREE TASTING ð TUESDAY 8TH NOVEMBER 

Why donõt you call in to the shop and enjoy sampling some of our 

chocolate covered shortbread, flap jacks and NEW stem ginger cake 

together with a fair-trade cuppa.  Itõs FREE and you may find some ideas 

for Christmas presents too. Take a look at our fair-trade chocolate 

Christmas tree decorations, yummy dipping spoons and selection of 

sweets! (Great stocking fillers) Oh and donõt forget advent candles and 

calendars of all shapes & sizes now available.  

  

LATE NIGHT SHOPPING 

A date for your diary is Wednesday 7 th 

December because the Christmas lights are 

being turned on, plus there may be an 

artificial ice rink, carols and late night 

shopping (with mulled wine and mince pies) 

taking place throughout the High Street. It is an ideal opportunity to get 

your Christmas cards and gifts at the same time as sharing a wonderful 

community experience.  

 

So why not come and support your local tradesmen this Christmas? 

 

@stmarys 

11 High Street, Wendover, Bucks HP22 6DU 

Opening hours ð Mon-Fri 10am -5pm 

Saturday 10am -1pm 

WEF Saturday 12th November 10 am ð 4pm  
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Tuesday  

1st 

All Saintsõ Day:  for the ôsaintsõ in our lives 

Wednesday  

2nd  

All Soulsõ Day:  our churchyard and all those ôsoulsõ 

commemorated there 

Thursday 

3rd 

9.30 Communion followed by coffee : for this mid-week 

celebration at the Lordõs Table;  Standing Committee 

Meeting tonight 

Friday  

4th 

ôWendover Celebratesõ:  planning for 2012 community 

events;  for collaboration between different 

organizations;  Amazing Donkey 7pm :  Paul and his 

leaders and helpers;  FairTrade Sale at the Pollards  and 

Save the Children Christmas Card Sale in the Library 

Room on Saturday 

Saturday  

5th  

Prayer Minstry 9.00 -10.00 in church ;  Last Call for ôFlu 

Vaccinations : our Health Centre and those who work 

there;  Bonfire Night :  enjoyment with safety for all;  

Oxford Licensing of new LLMs and rededication of all 

LLMs: thanks for Glenys who will be attending 

Sunday  

 6th  

3pm Three Churches Memorial Service to remember 

loved ones and supporting those grieving at this time;  

for Glenys as she preaches;  5 Alive for all helpers, Tim 

de Borde leading the worship 

Monday  

7th 

Ministry Team Meeting  today and their part in St Maryõs 

vision   

Prayer Calendar for November 2011  
 
 

òO Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among 

us..ó   (Collect for 2 nd  Sunday in Advent)   

 

Please pray for:   
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Tuesday  

8th 

Deanery Synod ( Saints and Martyrs of England day):  

our deanery churches and the history and faith we 

share with our patron saints 

Wednesday 

9th 

Wendover Community Car :  passengers and drivers;  

New Home Group meeting with Peter Louis and all 

morning and evening Home Groups 

Thursday  

10th 

Wendover Village Quiz  and the community groups 

they represent 

Friday  

11th 

Armistice Day:  remembering with sadness and 

thanksgiving those who have died, praying for the 

recently injured and for peace in present conflicts 

Saturday  

12th  

Praising God through the 'storms' in life:  those beset 

with employment and financial worries:  òI will praise 

you in this storm... I will lift my hands, for You are who 

You are, no matter where I am ..ó Casting Crowns  

Sunday  

13th 

Remembrance Sunday: those leading our services;  

for peace with remembrance;  for remembrance on 

The Manor Waste;  5 Alive :  Jo and Nick Morley and 

Heather MacIntyre in their commitment to reaching 

out to the children with the gospel 

Monday  

14th 

High Street shops, closing businesses :  thanks for the 

contribution of those who, until recently, have been 

part of the High Street and for those planning new 

enterprises;  God's Peace: òIt does not mean to be in 

a place where there is no noise, trouble or hard work. 

It means to be in the midst of those things and still be 

calm in your heart.ó Anon  

Tuesday  

15th 

Fair Trade wholesale suppliers , affected by the world 

recession and how this impacts on shops such as @ st 

marys 

Wednesday  

16th 

Garages and mechanics :  thanks for our several local 

garages and their contribution to our safety    
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Thursday  

17th  

SAGES:  Save the Children talk by Christine 

Richardson 

PCC Meeting, tasked with working on the St Maryõs 

vision 

Friday  

18th 

Choir and Music Group :  all those planning the 

Christmas music 

Saturday  

19th 

Advent Prayer Morning, 10.00 -12.00, and Margaret 

Heald and Debbie Hekkink coordinating this spiritual 

preparation for the coming of Christ at Christmas;  

Evening Concert in church led by Peter Thomas  and 

thanks for Peterõs contribution to music in Wendover 

Sunday  

20th  

Christ the King:  our services  and Peter, Wilfred 

Christopher as they serve and Mark, Joe and Glenys 

as they lead;  5 Alive  and those who contribute 

towards the refreshments week by week 

Monday  

21st 

Rotary Club meetings at the Red Lion :  for the charity 

and international work of this organisation 

Tuesday  

22nd  

Abbeyfield, Leonard Pulham, Bankside:   members of 

our ministry team and congregation who faithfully 

take services and communion to our church 

members in these homes 

Wednesday  

23rd  

Wendover Conservation Review and Plan :  for those 

involved in the development of this area 

Thursday  

24th 

Sure Start Early Years and Childcare Grant ð Little 

Acorns :  thanks for the opportunities the new 

building provides;  for all groups for small children, 

including Noahõs Ark 

Friday  

25th 

Christmas Fayre at John Colet : for the pupils, 

teachers and parents involved 

Isaac Watts, hymn writer :  Choir and Music Group 

rehearsals tonight  ôWorship the Lord with gladness;  

come before him with joyful songsõ  Ps 100,  
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Saturday  

26th  

New birth:  for those newly pregnant and babies 

newly born, the privileges and responsibilities of 

parenthood, particularly those with worries about 

their employment future 

Sunday  

27th 

Advent Sunday: beginning of the Church Year and 

the start of our Christmas preparations;  for those 

leading our services:  Peter, Glenys and Joe (9.00) 

and Mark and Ruth (10.30) 

Monday  

28th 

Ministry Team Meeting;  the Simpson  family, as they 

prepare for the consultation in Bristol on the next 

stage in support and treatment for Mimi  

Tuesday  

29th 

Day of Intercession and Thanksgiving for the 

missionary work of the church :  for those 

organisations seeking new heads, including CMS and 

Viva, both based in Oxford;  Deanery Chapter 

meeting  at Holy Trinity, Prestwood 

Wednesday 

30th  

Andrew, Apostle and Evangelist ð ôFisher of Menõ: the 

PCC group considering the outreach work of St 

Maryõs;  Scottish friends in the congregation  
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Christian Aid Auction of Promises  
 

On Saturday, October 15th, an auction of 

promises as a fundraiser for Christian Aid took place in St. Mary's 

Church.  This was very well attended and supported, in fact, we 

made over £2000.00! 

 

The evening was great fun and our autioneer - Tony Farmer, ably 

assisted by Elizabeth Shaw, did a 'sterling' job of encouraging bids! 

We also enjoyed food and fellowship halfway through the 

proceedings. 

 

The committee would like to thank all who offered their services 

and gifts, certainly  the successful bidders will have plenty to look 

forward to, as well as helping the many who need our aid. 

 

Muriel Reip 

Quiz Questions  
 
Are you prepared?  Have you bought your tickets yet?  
Have you put together your team of six? 
 
The date of the St Maryôs End of Term Quiz is coming up 
fast.  Remember, remember the 10

th
 of December!  Tickets are now 

available from the @St. Maryôs shop and The Clocktower: only Ã8 per 
person to cover refreshments as well as entry into the quiz. Details 
are as in the October Newsletter or available on request from Wilfred 
Newman (telephone 622481 or wilfred.newman@tesco.net) or from 
other members of the organizing group (Glenys Newman, Margaret 
Gosling and Rona Heritage). 
 
Final question, in this round: what is your strongest suit, the one on 
which you will play your joker?  Is it History, Geography, Religious 
Knowledge; maybe Music and the Arts ï or are you just waiting for fun 
and games on Sports Day? Whatever it is, there will be something for 
you at our seasonal event to raise money for the Refurbishment Fund. 
 
Wilfred Newman 
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 Mission Malawi 2011  
 
 
Between July 27

th
 and August 16

th
 of this year, 10 people (7 of whom come 

from the local community) took part in a mission trip in Malawi, with local 
charity Africa Link. The team enjoyed a diverse mission trip that was as difficult 
at times, as it was enjoyable!  
 
Danae Lamond, Rebecca Noall, Hannah Routledge, Pauline Noall and Rupe 
Johnson along with three others, flew out to join Hannah Taylor in Malawi 
ready for an action packed three weeks.  ñWe were lucky enough to be able 
to move around a bit so that we got to experience a variety of the 
country ò.  
 
First the team travelled to stay with Keith and Christeen Moller in the 
mountainous region close to Lake Malawi. Keith and Christeen live with their 
family as missionaries, in the Muslim communities of the óYaoô tribe. The team 
spent a week working alongside the Mollersô awesome ministry, tasked with the 
special job of painting windows for the new primary school being built in the 
village where they work. The team were thrown in at the deep end; ñwe had to 
get used to not having electricity and hot water very fast!ò But they coped 
fantastically, and it was great to see the team óGET INVOLVEDô (a common 
catchphrase of the trip) with the local children in the village. Days were spent 
soaking up the atmosphere, learning to work as a team and watch out for one 
another, playing games with the children (though none of us spoke Yao and 
none of them spoke English ï it never matters) and of course the all-important 
task of painting the windows! When we arrived the foundations for the school 
had only just been dug and progress has been slow due to many external 
factors (namely fuel and cement shortages). Since August, Keith has managed 
to get hold of cement and progress is picking up; the community is well on its 
way to having its first school. I cannot begin to describe to you just HOW 
remote this part of Africa where the Mollers live is, it is such a privilege for us to 
have played a small part in serving those communities! 
 
After such a great but challenging week, the team had earned a few days off! 
We headed to lakeshore paradise for 48 hours of good food, good company, 
and sunbathing/chilling opportunities a plenty. We werenôt forgetting why we 
were in Malawi though and it was soon time to move oné this time to the 
ministry of Kindle Orphan Care (http://www.kindleorphanoutreach.com/).  Here, 
the team volunteered with Kindleôs Youth Ministry Team; leading Bible studies 
and enriching the youth ministry. Kindle serves a wide area with youth groups, 
and the pastors are dedicated, inspiring individuals. The team were offered 
extra opportunities to spend time at Kindleôs medical/healthcare facilities. For 
some in the team this was an extra blessing since they feel called to a career in 
medicine and care.  
      Continuedé/ 
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 The team, as you can imagine, were very sad to leave Malawi but I know 
that hearts have been stirred up. I personally feel pretty blessed and 
privileged to have been able to play a small part in that, and go on such a 
great journey with the team.  
 
ñItôs hard to describe what it was like because there was so much to 
experience. It is such a beautiful country and so diverse. Some things 
were hard to see such as some of the children in the village and seeing 
that they werenôt well, and how little the people had. But other things 
were more of a treat such as seeing the elephants and getting to meet 
the young people in the youth groups and seeing how much they 
wanted to learn about the bible.ò ï Hannah Routledge, team member on 
Mission Malawi 2011  
 
Thank you to ALL who donated so generously to the team.  Your supportð
financial and spiritualðhelped the trip to be as successful as it was.  Please 
continue to pray and support the returning team members in the church 
community as they grow and use their experiences in Malawi to shape their 
path ahead.   

 

Hannah Taylor  

The Mission to Malawi 2011 team  
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Get Ready to Get Ready!  
 

You are invited to pause and reflect to prepare for the season of Advent 
On Saturday, 19

th
 November 10am to 12 noon at St. Maryôs Church  

 
Guided Meditation      Engage with scripture 
Opportunities for reflection   Sharing Eucharist 

 
Stand at the crossroads and look, ask for the ancient paths; which was the 

good way? Take it and you will find rest.  (Jeremiah 6:36)  
 

For more information, contact Margaret Heald 01296  622707 

House Groups - Time to find out more  
 
Why join a house group? Given the many demands we face it is a reasonable 
question to ask. There is no easy or straightforward answer - and the answer 
will be different as we all have different circumstances. However John Wesley, 
the founder of Methodism, firmly believed that house groups introduce a new 
dimension to Christian fellowship and provide personal space in the context of 
mutual support, love and care. 

  
Nearly 100 people are currently involved in the house groups that meet on 
various days and at different times during the day. Whilst they are different in 
many ways, they have a common purpose and approach: helping us as we 
learn more about God and to make sense of our experience of life. Most of the 
house groups meet fortnightly, although some meet every week, and provide 
opportunities to chat, pray and study the Bible. 

  
If you would like to join a house group why not have a word with the leader of 
the groups that currently meet. Their contact details are: 

  
Monday evening: Matthew Routledge (01296 624930), Michael Hunt (01844 
344150), Julia Shyvers (01296 622582) 
Tuesday evening: Hilary Gilby (01296 622273) 
Wednesday morning (there are four groups that meet at this time): Martyn 
White (01296 415631) 
Wednesday evening: Peter Loius (01296 582683) 
Thursday morning (a children friendly group as young ones can come too): 
Anna Fryer (01296 632369) 

  
If you want more information or want to chat through any specific questions 
please contact Michael Hunt (01844 344150) or Martyn White, who co-
ordinates the Wednesday morning groups (01296 415631). 
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 òPlease God take away my veruccaó 
 

Children  pray the most wonderful things ð heartfelt and natural.  Brooks 

is the Junior Church group for 3-5 year olds and we aim to make 

learning about God and Jesus fun.  We talk about the little things in life 

that we as adults can overlook and are often so big and important to 

little people ð veruccas, starting school, pets, making friends and how 

we can show we follow Jesus by what we do and say.   

 

Sessions include plenty of fun activities that capture childrenõs 

imaginations like doing parachute games to learn about Godõs love 

and lots of colouring and sticking!  Each week the session has a theme, 

with activities based around it and the children take a sheet home 

which summarises what they have done and any craft things made.   

 

We meet upstairs in the Church Centre during the 10.30 morning 

service and parents/carers are very welcome to come up and stay 

with their children during the sessions to observe or join in.  Please chat 

to one of us if you want to find out more, or just come along, 

 

Jane, Sally, Rona, Asha, Jane, Rachel and Paddy (The Brooks Team) 

Contemplative Fire is coming to Wendover 
 

You are invited to attend a Gathering, and to engage creatively and 
imaginatively with texts, signs and ancient symbols. Journey with us as we 
enter more deeply into the understanding and teaching of Jesus and the 
Christian mystics. Enjoy the harmonious dynamic of chant ancient and 

modern. There are also opportunities for simple, prayerful movement, and 
for stillness and silence. The evening is inspired by the Anglican Lectionary 

of the day. 
 

Place: St. Maryôs Church, Wendover 
Date: Sunday, 13

th
 November 

Time: 6.15pm for 6.30pm 
 

And, thereafter, on the 2
nd

  Sunday of every month 
 

A Gathering promises the playful as well as the profound. 
 

www.contemplativefire.org 

http://www.contemplativefire.org/
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 November Update on St Maryôs 
Refurbishment  

 
Itôs been several months since we have 
provided the community with news of 
the re-ordering and refurbishment at St 
Maryôs; whilst the church may have re-
opened and usual óbusinessô resumed, 
the work of the building committee and 
fundraising committee has far from 
finished!  
 
Feedback so far:  
 
Comments in the visitorôs book and the 
positive reaction of those attending 
services and the organisations using the 
church have reinforced our satisfaction 
in the outcomes of the project to-date. 
For instance,  
 
ñCame to see the refurbished 
interioré.stunning!ò  ZA Rustington, 
Sussex 
ñWords fail me; I am most impressed 
with it allò  BA St Swithuns, Kennington 
ñA huge improvement; a peaceful 
spiritual placeò DW Prestwood 
 
We do hope that any of you that have 
visited St Maryôs since its re-opening 
concur with these views. If you havenôt 
seen the building in its refurbished state, 
please do pop by.  
 
As with most building projects, the final 
stages are vitally important, ensuring 
that all the small details are complete, 
and in this case, agreeing what the cash 
sums raised to-date could 
accommodate and what elements would 
have to be put on hold.  
 
Making Progress:  
 
The Fundraising Committee is delighted 
to report that almost £800,000 has been 
raised for the project, including a 

magnificent £370,000 from individual 
donations and events, largely from 
amongst Wendover and surrounding 
communities. Enormous thanks are due 
to all those who have supported the 
appeal to date.  
 
In the summer St Maryôs was blessed by 
a substantial legacy from the estate of 
the late Ken Walker and we are 
delighted that decisions have been 
made to allocate part of this gift to 
upgrading the kitchen and complete the 
audio visual system; this will much 
improve the facilities for those who use 
the church. Also a new nave altar and 
lectern will be purchased specifically in 
memory of Ken. 
 
One Last Push:  
 
We are pleased to confirm that the end 
of the fundraising appeal is almost in 
sight, with just £90,000 remaining to be 
raised in order to fully complete the 
project.  Due to generous loans from 
members of St Maryôs and the 
Wendover Community Trust the church 
has been able to pay the bills for the 
building works as they have arisen.  
However loans have to be repaid and 
we are calling on the community of 
Wendover to help us sustain momentum 
and raise the final sums! 
 
Please watch this space for news of 
future St Maryôs fundraising events, and 
do get in touch if you would like to 
support us in any way. If you have not 
yet been able to make a donation or 
would like to make a further donation 
please obtain details of tax efficient 
giving from @St Maryôs, 11 High Street 
Wendover (Tel: 01296 623123) or visit 
our website 
www.stmaryswendover.org.uk 
 
David Prescott/Emma Low  
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PETER, HIS FRIENDS AND HIS MUSIC 

a very special concert  

  

Saturday 19 November at 7.30pm in St Maryõs church 

  

Peter Thomas has been a church organist/keyboard 

player at St Maryõs for over 30 years.  We have enjoyed 

his own particular style of music presentations  during 

our Sunday services and many will remember the 

wonderful Monday afternoon during the Flower Festival last year 

when the Thomas family put on a superb concert which resulted in 

people being reluctant to leave. 

  

In order to support the refurbishing project Peter is putting on a very 

special concert with friends and family and hopefully a special guest 

or two.  The music will range from classical to jazz; from musical 

theatre to your favourite hymns;  from improvisation to his own 

compositions.  Please support this event and bring all your family and 

friends.  It promises to be a really great evening and refreshments will 

be available in the interval. 

  

Tickets: £10, £8 for concessions and family ticket £25  

From: @St Maryõs shop, after church services, the Clock Tower, from 

Peter Thomas or Carol Crockett  

  

For more information please contact Carol Crockett (01296 612528 or 

07787851399) or Peter (01296 625763 or 07811137245) 

Deadline for the next edition of the Newsletter is Wednesday 16 November 
for publication on Sunday 27 November   
 
Please email your contributions to Xenia Murray (editor) at: 
xenia.murray@btinternet.com or drop them into @st marys . Please 
remember to include full details of any event and contact information in case 
of queries about the article.  
 
Large print versions available on request from the office (01296 623 123) 
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 PCC Meeting  
22

nd
 September 2011  

 
14 members of the PCC met in the St 
Maryôs Centre.  The business of the 
meeting covered the following:   
 
Junior Church  
Nick and Jo Morley kindly joined the 
PCC to give a comprehensive report 
on Junior Church.  A number of key 
issues were raised including: 
 

¶ How Junior Church can become 
more engaging for boys across 
the age ranges and particularly 
from the age of 9 upwards.  

 

¶ How we can dedicate pastoral 
resources to building stronger 
links with families. 
 

¶ We need two additional leaders 
to run 5 Alive. 

 
It was agreed that St Maryôs would 
donate £300 per year to the Scripture 
Union (Junior Church sessions are 
based on their free on line materials). 
Also, each member of the PCC will 
attend a Junior Church session before 
summer 2012. 
 
Treasurerôs Report  
Neville Morton reported that we have 
received a loan of £25,000 from the 
Wendover Community Trust. This is 
an interest free loan until November 
2013 at which time it will need to be 
repaid.  
 
It was agreed that Neville should 
instruct AD Parks of Wendover to audit 
the St Maryôs 2011 accounts.  An 

official audit is required as our turnover 
during the year will be in excess of 
£500,000.   
 
Fundraising Report  
David Prescott reported that it is still 
necessary to raise £89,000 to pay for 
the refurbishment project.  As a joint 
proposal from the Building and 
Fundraising Committees David 
proposed that part of Ken Walkerôs 
legacy be used to complete the 
outstanding priority works (kitchen, 
audiovisual, lectern and altar) with a 
budget of up to £40k.  The remainder 
of the legacy can be used to repay the 
outstanding refurbishment debts with 
the aspiration that this would be repaid 
to a separate fund at a later date and 
preserved for a future need.  This 
proposal was seconded by Peter 
Lockett and agreed by the meeting. 
 
AOB   
Mark expressed thanks to Norbert 
Levingston who has made a beautiful 
oak gate for the lych gate for use at 
the 10.30am service to safeguard the 
children.    
 
Paul Hammett reported that Bucks CC 
has formally pulled out of supporting 
youth services in Wendover and that a 
company is being set up to lease the 
youth centre.  As there is a time delay 
before the company is established St 
Maryôs has taken on the temporary 
employment of two youth workers 
based at the centre.   
 
Julia Fish 
Hon Secretary  
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Opening hours @st marys 11 High Street, Wendover  
 

Shop: Monday - Friday 10.00am - 5.00pm 
Saturday 10.00am - 1.00pm 

  

     Office: Monday - Friday 10.00am - 12.30pm 
 

Telephone: 01296 623123   Email: info@stmaryswendover.org.uk 

 November Sunday Services 

6 November 8.00 am Holy Communion, St Maryõs 

 9.00 am Holy Communion, St Maryõs 

 10.30 am Parish Communion with Junior Church at start, St 

Maryõs 

 3.00 pm Memorial Service, St Maryõs 

 6.00 pm Holy Communion, St Michaelõs, Halton 

13 November 8.00 am Holy Communion, St Anneõs 

 9.00 am Holy Communion & Remembrance, St Maryõs 

 10.30 am Cafe Style & Junior Church, St Maryõs 

 3.00 pm Act of Remembrance, Manor Waste  

 6.00 pm Evensong, St Michaelõs Halton  

20 November 8.00 am Holy Communion, St Anneõs 

 9.00 am Holy Communion, St Maryõs 

 10.30 am Parish Communion, St Maryõs 

 12.00 noon Holy Baptism, St Maryõs 

 6.00 pm Evensong, St Michaelõs Halton 

27  November 8.00 am  Holy Communion, St Anneõs 

9.00 am Holy Communion Advent Sunday, St Maryõs Advent 

Sunday  
10.30 am All Age Communion, St Maryõs 

6.00 pm  Evensong,  St Michaelõs, Halton 
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Mornings  

Evenings  

Home groups : contact Martyn White (01296 415631) 

Home groups : contact Michael Hunt (01844 344150) 

Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday & Friday (9am) 

Morning Prayer at St Anneôs  

Thursday (9.30 am) Communion at St. Anneôs 

(1st Thursday in the month, morning coffee hosted by 

Peter and Marian Louis) 

3rd Thursday 

of each month 

(10.15am-11.45am) 

óSagesô ï a fellowship for the óSenior Agesô, 

at Wendover Christian Centre.  Contact: Veronica 

Lockett (622419)  or Avril Horton (622401) 

Friday 

(10am-12 noon)  

óNoahôs Arkô ï an ecumenical play group, 

at Wendover Christian Centre. 

Contact: Kyla Sansbury (620023) 

Friday 

(7pm-9pm) 

Amazing Donkey Youth Club 

Contact: Paul Hammett (621162)  

Friday  

(7.30pm-9pm)  

óFriday night is music nightô, at St Maryôs  

Contact: @stmarys (623123) 

1st Saturday  

of each month 

(9.00-10.00am) 

óPrayer Ministryô in Church with intercessions on a 

theme.  Contact: Patricia Thomas (622512) 

3rd Saturday 

of each month (5pm-7pm) 

óSacred Danceô - at Wendover Community Centre 

Contact: Margaret Heald (622707) 

Sunday 

(10.15am-11.30am)  

Junior Church  for all ages at St Maryôs (during 

10.30am service).  Contact: Nick and Jo Morley 

(623289) 

Sunday  (10.15am) 

Every other week  

Surge  - A group for 14 ï18 year olds meeting at the 

Vicarage. Contact: Rupe Johnson (07757026008) 

Sunday  (7.00pm-8.30pm)  

1st, 2nd and 4th of month 

Youth @st marys  for ages 14-18 

Contact: Matt Ryan 01296 624785  

Regular Activities 

Unable to get to church?  
For Community Bus transport to the 9.00 service, contact Mark Thomas (622512) 

or for Home Communion contact Glenys Newman (622481)  

Registered Charity No. 1131299 


